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THE EMPIRICAL STUDYON CULTURAL IDENTITY AND LANGUAGE
ATTITUDE OF SALAR PEOPLE

TUO Hongyan
1.School of Foreign Languages, Qinghai Normal University,
Xining 810008,P.R.China

Abstract: quartitative and qualitative methods are applied to investigate the
current situation, correlation of cultural identity and language attitude of 297 Salar
people from 5 townships. The results of the research show that Salar people possess
relatively high cultiral identity toward their native culture. Besides, they also hold
i nclusive attitude toward intercultur a
language attitude is much more complicated. They have strong affection to Salar
language, and they aesvare of the extinction of it, but their attitude of behavioral
perspective tends to be more negative. At last, it is found that cultural identity has a
strong and positive connection with language attitude. Thus, strengthening Salar
peopl eds dangaagepmotestisn widl tontribute to the maintaining of their
native culture, and the dissemination of Salar culture will also enhance their
expectations and reservation of their native language.

Key words: Salar people, Cultural identity, Language atté, Correlation

1. Introduction

Sal ar people were i dentified as one
Congress held in Xunhua CountWinghai Provincein February 1954. Salar
peopl ebds cul ture and | anguage h theire b €

immigration into Xunhua Autonomous County.

During the past few decades a considerable number of researches have been
done investigating Salar people from various aspects. First of all, the origin of Salar
people has been a research focus since 1®RH)sesentative scholars, Shen Yuping
(2012) and Ma Wei (2015), made great contributions to better understanding of Salar
peoplebdbs history and devel opment . | n
(2007) from UNESCO all paid much attention to the atioh of Salar language
(Bai, 2014). Furthermore, several other Chinese scholars also showed interest, Lin
Lianyun with Han Jianye (1962) and She Xiucun (2015) studied in evolution of
pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar of Salar language. Bai Wanhi) (2ad a
comprehensive research on Salar people from the geographical location, wedding
customs and language, who also classified idioms of Salar language in five categories
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that involve politics, philosophy, social interaction, life style and regulatmms
family members.

Nevertheless, only a handful of researchers concerned about cultural identity
and language attitudes of Salar people. Thus, with a combination of quantitative and
qualitative research method, this thesis aims to investigate the cutuatios of
Sal ar peoplebds cultural Il dentity and |
integrate into the dominant society as well.

2. Cultural Identity and Language Attitude

Culture identity is a longime and dynamic process of self orientationa
mul ticultural context. Al s o, I ndi vi due
values of the culture to a large extefs. cultural identity is characterized by cultural
features that both accepted and reflected by the language act and thduiets o
members universally, positive cultural identity of an ethnic group not only helps to
posit individual in a benign communicative situation, but also promotes the
panoramic development of the ethnic group or cultural community.

With the combinationof views of both mentalist and behaviorist, Wang
Yuanxin (2002) defined that language attitude can be studied from cognitive,
affective and behavioral perspective, which has been proved valid to investigate
et hni c peopl ebds | a ng uth the resedrch ipurpose eof theT h i
present study of Sal ar peopl ebs | angu
behavior tendency.

3. Research Methodology

3.1 Research Subijects

I n order to achieve a fulll unde97st an
research subjects from five Townships will be invited to participate into this research.
Table3l presents Salar peopleds character

Table3l Subjectsd Characteristics of Sc

Region of subjects

Jishi Jiezi Baizhuang Qingshui  Chahandusi
Township  Township Township  Township  Township Total
Gender of Male 26 27 31 26 30 140
subjects
Female 38 35 30 28 26 157
Total 64 62 61 54 56 297

Age of Subjects

50 years old 40to 50 30 to 40 years20 to30 years15 to 20 years

or above years old old old old Total

Gender of Male 26 28 26 24 36 140
subjects

Female 27 20 24 28 58 157

Total 53 48 50 52 94 297
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Education Level of Subjects

No Primary Junior Senior University
schooling school  middle school high school or above Total
Gender of Male 4 23 20 36 57 140
subjects
Female 14 16 31 53 43 157
Total 18 39 51 89 100 297
Occupation of Subjects
Serving Civil
Student  Industry servant Business Farmer  Education Total
Gender of Male 34 22 23 24 23 14 140
subjects
Female 56 22 16 10 38 15 157
Total 90 44 ) 39 ) 34 ) 61 ] 29 297

3.3 Research Instruments

In order to have a thorough understanding of the status quo and influential
factors of Salar peopl edbs c uluantitatielandi d e |
gualitative research methods are applied in this thesis. Questionrtanas of
Cultural Identity Scale of Language Attitudend interview were used t&nalyze
cultural identity and language attitudeSalar people.

4. Results and Data Avalysis

4.1 Results of Salar Peopleds Cul tur

Cultural identity

5.00
4.50

4.00
3.50
3.00
2.50
2.00
1.50
1.00
- Am Al HEm HE

0.00
Custom Language religious belief Ethnic identification

B Mean M Std. Deviation

Figure 41 Means of Cultural Identity Scale

As Figure 41 presents, the average score of each dimension is higher than 3
point. The mean of custom is 4. féestival sho
and tradition. Besides, the average score on language perspective ranks the lowest
(3.46). They score high on whether Salar people should learn and speak their native
| anguage but much | ower on their gatit
fluently. As for their religion belief, the mean score ranks highest (4.36). As an
important part of Salar culture, they believe that religious belief brings them much
spiritual support. When it comes to ethnic identification, the average score i©4.13.
the one hand, Salar people hope their identification as Salar people can be manifested
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and show their uniqueness. On the other hand, they would actively communicate with
people from different cultural backgrounds without any batrrier.

The cultural identy of most Salar people tends to be relatively high: they
have strong sense of belonging to their native culture. On the one hand, they
emotionally hope that the essence of their native culture can be passed on by
generations. On the other hand, theyehdesire to absorb different cultures and have
intercultural communication with different cultural communities.

4. 3 Results of Salar Peopleds Langua

Language Attitude

4.50
4.00

3.50
3.00
2.50
2.00
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Cognition Affection Behavior

B Mean B Std. Deviation

Figure 42 Means of Language Attitude Scale

Figure 42 reflects the mean of languageitatte of Salar people by their
average scores on each dimension. First of all, their average score on cognitive
perspective is 3.95, indicating that Salar people have adequate understanding on
current situation of Salar language. Moreover, the mean orctiafieis 4.2,
explaining that Salar people have deep and strong love toward their native language.
As for the behavioral aspect, their score is relatively lower than cognition and
affection, which is 3.37. Taki nngion®dn poi
the current situation and development of Salar language is relatively high. Besides,
they hold quite positive attitude emotionally but rather negative on behavioral
tendency of language protection.

Considering Sal ar p eeotlirde egpacts, adhe scora bnl
cognition is 3.95, 4.2 on affection but only 3.37 on behavior, it can be concluded that
they are emotional in cognition but rational in behavior. Although affection has been
deep rooted, Sal ar p e amlingtation of Salarttanguage n t
itself prevents them from taking actions on its protection.

5. Conclusion

According to the data of scales, the researcher finds that cultural identity has
positive correlations with language attitude in each dimension. idéatity on
custom has significant correlation to the cognition and behavior. That is, higher
identity on ethnic culture contributes to better language attitude. In return, the
positive language attitude helps to the maintenance of ethnic culture. tromddi
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deeper understanding is also acquired from the results of the interview. Most of the
interviewees mention that language is an essential connotation of culture and the
most explicit manifestation of their ethnic identification. Learning native laggu

can help to understand more about their ethnic culture. They agree that protecting
native culture is to protect ethnic language. Whereas, the limited usefulness of Salar
language diminishes the overall evaluation on it. Furthermore, the generation gap
language heritage also reflects their cultural loss. Thus, studies on either cultural
identity or language attitude, can positively predict the situation of the other
correspondingly.

Besides, interactions in multicultural environment make contribsititonthe
maintaining of native cultural identity and language attitude. On the other hand,
stronger ability of interactions in multicultural environment can also help Salar
people to integrate into the mainstream society.
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